u                        RUSSIAN   HAZARD
dare to think me a foreigner. For five years at school and technical
college I tad exulted in becoming more and more British every day,
and now, in the hour of Britain's greatest need, when patriotism
was at its height and I had been glad to be a Briton and do my
British bit, I was afraid Russia, in the meanest fashion, was about
to step in and exercise a claim,
My foreboding was more or less correct. The Consul wanted
me to go to Russia, to Archangel. I was to become supercargo of
a small steamer, the Odessa, then lying in Hull docks, to take charge
of money which I was to hand over to the local treasurer at Arch-
angel, and after that to go on to St. Petersburg with an envelope
of documents addressed to various people, including an important
person at the Imperial Court. I told him I couldn't go. I said I
was already half-way to the front. He replied that he was offering
me a mission of considerable importance to the Allied cause. There
were other jobs just as vital as fighting to be done in a war, he
said, and tried to flatter me that he must have a trustworthy man.
"But there are thousands of trustworthy men, even in Hull,"
I replied, with what I intended to be sarcasm but which probably
seemed to him nothing but petulance. "Why in all the world must
you want me to go ? Any errand boy would do."
He looked at me sadly.
*cHave you no duty to Russia ?"
ccNo!" I shouted. "No ! I'm British, Mr. Consul, not Russian.
Russia has no claim on me. I want to fight for my own country,
the country of my father and grandfather, the country I really
belong to. Russia means nothing to me*"
He raised his eyebrows.
c*You can deny so completely your mother's country, the
country where you were born, where you lived for so many years ?
Have you no friends there, no happy recollections ?"
"Yes, Mr, Consul," I pleaded, "but that's all past and over
for me, Really, I don't want to go back to Russia. I want to fight
far Britain."
He was too dever for me. He became furiously angry.
c*fe Russia'not Britain's ally? Is Russia to be left to fight her
atone? Has Russia no call on the services of patriotic English-
men? What would you say to a Russian who was asked by Britain
to radcrteke a msmm of the utmost importance to her conduct of
the war and wh0 rt&sed because he did not like Britain ? What
you say to fafa, 'if Britain had been the country that had
ftd aod cfoihed Mm ?"
Be fed wo. I litomed and hawed and snorted and argued,
Utit fa* mm mt down, I agreed to take his money and his papers